
SOTA MEETING Minutes 

Wednesday – September 25 

2:00 pm EST 

Present: 

Lilith Boucher Kimberly Kapacziewski  
Gail Clark Gigi Lazenby 
Kate Dalton Meriwether Morris  
Janet Elliot Kathy Neilson 
Lucy Goelet Madison Meyers 
Ricky Hendriks  Ted Thompson 

 

Not Present: 

Hill Parker 

Robert Bonnie 

Gary Murray 

 

I.  Call Meeting to Order        Meriwether Morris 

II.  Approved August Minutes 

III.  Committee Reports 

Race Conditions Committee                     Ricky Hendriks 

• Gold Cup will pick-up the races that we lost at High Hope– the 115 and down.   

• They took the flat races out.  

• Shawan Downs added two extra races.   

• Since there are many Maiden’s, SOTA suggested that wider race courses allow 

more horses to start but the Safety Committee declined that idea.  

• Janet Elliot brought up the number of entries for Shawan.  This weekend there 

will be one winner, if we were able to have lower purses and more races, we 

would have more horses progressing.  This would help increase the stakes 

races.  



• Kathy Neilson suggested Grade A meets and Grade B meet.  This would 

accommodate lower purses that hunt meets are required to meet.   

• $30,000 is the “required” purse for a maiden special  

•  All the horses that are not going to be able to run this weekend, they have 

worked all summer and now there’s nowhere for these horses to run. 

• Meriwether Morris suggested a conference call with Bill Gallo.   

• Ted Thompson suggested that the rating system play a part in the races that are 

planned.  

• Meriwether Morris asked that Gigi Lazenby bring this up in the Future’s 

Committee meeting on Friday.  

• Novice Timber Race at Callaway – they were going to open it up to non-winners    

Treasurer’s Report         Kate Dalton 

• $17,591.00 Savings  

• $13,745.82 Checking  

We sponsored Willowdale ($5,000) and Fair Hill Point-to-Point ($1500) 

($2500) to awards dinner  

V.  New Business 

Supporting Saratoga                          Ricky Hendriks 

• Ted Thompson suggested running two novice stakes – what if they offered an 

optional claimer. 

• Saratoga gives us 3 Grade1’s  

• Saratoga has put in an irrigation system and they have greatly approved over 

time.  

Catherine French          Janet Elliot 

• Janet Elliot brought up her contribution to our sport and to see how we can 

memorialize her.  

• Possibly have a trophy in her honor  

VI.  Old Business 



 Fundraiser for Apprentice Race Series    Meriwether Morris  

NSA is meeting this Friday and he will get back to SOTA about moving forward with 

fundraiser.  

End-of-Year Awards       Meriwether Morris 

• Meriwether has been working with Peggy Kauffman – a steeplechase horse 

jumping   

• Horse of the year  

• Timber horse of the year  

• Rider of the year  

• Trainer horse of the year  

• Novice horse of the year  

3 yo, apprentice, mare/filly 

The NSA has said that they would be willing to do this yearly.   

Maybe we could do one for Catherine French.  

This would be an ongoing task to reproduce the bronze each year.  

Ted Thompson suggested that we did it for the owner seeing as though we are the OTR 

association.  

VII.  Adjourn         Meriwether Morris 

 


