
SOTA minutes February 15, 2018 3:00 pm 
Updated: Mar 14 

Attended Conference Call: 

Lilith Boucher  

Madison Meyers 

Kate Dalton  

Meriwether Morris 

Janet Elliot  

Cyril Murphy 

Mason Lampton  

Kathy Neilson 

Gigi Lazenby  

Richard Valentine 

Todd Wyatt 

 

 

1) Vote for approval of January’s minutes 

a) Add Kate Dalton as attended meeting 

b) Minutes approved  

2) Elect positions 

a) President- Mason Hardaway Lampton 

b) Vice President - Toddy Wyatt 

c) Treasurer- Kate Dalton 

d) Secretary- Kimberly Kapacziewski 

Will be offered $6,000/year to: 

(1) Take minutes at meetings 

(2) Create an agenda  

(3) Organize meeting times 

(4) Social media/facebook 



(5) Website 

Kimberly’s proposal was $10,000 for all of these duties, Mason Lampton will speak 

to Kimberly to see what she can do for $6,000. Mason Lampton and Kathy Neilson 

have offered to pay on top of what SOTA will cover to hire the secretary position. 

e) Condition Book Sub-committee  

Cyril Murphy, Richard Valentine, Todd Wyatt 

f) Race meet Sub-committee 

Lilith Boucher, Richard Valentine 

(1) Would like to create an two way street relationship between horseman and 

race officials.  

g) SOTA/NSA awards dinner committee 

Meriwether-will get SOTA members involved to help with this committee 

Thinking of creating a people’s choice awards to get more people involved than 

just the award recipients.  

3) Budget 

a) Dues proposal- an annual membership will stay at $75 per person and have the 

option  

to pay for a three year membership at $225.  

b) Each board member is responsible for recruiting FOUR people to join SOTA 

NSA members, owners, and trainers that are not currently paid members of SOTA 

Owners of point to point horses(would be a subscribing member)  

c) If each member recruits four people that will generate $4,500 for dues 

d) Allocate dues for to each year (example: if someone pays 3 year membership, put 

$75  

in checking account for that year and the rest in savings until the next year, this will 

give a 

better picture for the yearly budget) 

4) Finance Report- Kate 

a) Checking account: just below $28,000 



b) Savings Account: $11,000 

c) Spent $3,600 on sponsoring apprentice race at Fair Hill in 2017 

Would like to raise money for apprentice sponsorships (not use membership dues  

to pay for them) 

5) Membership Report: Mason 

a) Will update the letter on the SOTA website and send out re-subscription letter to  

members that need to renew by next meeting. 

b) Need to create more value for subscribers, social media will help with this 

6) Other Business 

a) Last year SOTA accomplished 

Had a SOTA board member attend each race meet 

Helped with awards dinner by providing and paying for new individual trophies for 

the winners that were selected by Gill Johnston and Jack Fisher. Sean Clancy 

helped create the program and Mimi Voss helped with the menu. 

Sponsored apprentice races at Fair Hill and Charleston 

b) SOTA board will come up with two goals for the 2018 year to accomplish 

Board members will send these ideas to Mason Lampton and can discuss in next  

meeting which goals the board will choose  

c) SOTA needs to stimulate interest in steeplechase 

Need to get more riders 

(1) SOTA should try to help make it exciting/an honor to be a jockey 

(2) Award for top jock at each race meet 

(3) Announcers read bio’s about the jockeys  

(4) Award for top apprentice rider of the day 

(5) High Hope and Radnor already do this 

(6) Need to create more opportunities for kids to get involved in racing 

(a) Pony races 

Need more owners 

(1) Welcoming tent 



(2) award/recognize new owners on social media and at race meets in 

announcements  

d) Janet Elliot suggested that SOTA should continue to make a contribution to ARCA 

of 

$500 or $1,000. (Amateur Riders Club of America). The board agreed. No decision 

was 

made on the amount.  

e) The board welcomed the idea that Van Cushny would like to make a contribution 

of an  

annual memorial trophy for an apprentice race in memory of his son Wyck, no 

decision was  

made on which race. SOTA will coordinate details with the NSA. Cyril Murphy, 

Richard 

Valentine, and Todd Wyatt agreed to coordinate this. 

7) The next meeting will be March 15, 2018 at 2:00 pm 

a) Future meetings to be scheduled on the third Thursday of every month unless 

otherwise discussed. 
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