
July 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

2:00 PM 

Attendees:  

Bonnie, Robert  

Lazenby, Virginia  

Boucher, Lilith  

Meyers, Madison  

Dalton, Kate  

Murray, Garrett  

Day, Emily  

Murphy, Cyril  

Elliot, Janet  

Nielson, Kathy  

Kapacziewski, Kimberly  

Thompson, Ted  

Lampton, Mason  

Wyatt, Todd 

Unable to attend:  

Valentine, Richard  

Morris, Meriwether  

I. Guy Torsilieri, NSA Report 

A. Spring Racing 

1. There were many opportunities with good ground  

B. Fall Racing 

1. Monmouth will be held on August 9.  

2. Charleston will be back on for the fall.  

3. Colonial Downs 

a. Colonial Downs is interested in a big two-day, festival-type event with 
large purses in the fall.  

b. These races are using revenue sources outside of what is used for the 



current race meets. Colonial would complement other races such as the 
Gold Cup, not take away from it.  

c. They are negotiating racing days, so they will dovetail with Maryland. 
The dates can’t conflict with one another.  

d. NSA is thinking the 2019 Awards Dinner, Board of Director’s Meeting, 
and Race Chairmen’s Meeting will be held there as well.  

4. Fair Hill seems to be getting traction. 

a. Janet Elliot inquired about funding for Fair Hill.  

b. They were making good strides, and they are trying to finalize the 
engineered drawings. They are half way to getting the private money that 
they needed. 

 

C. NSA working on: 

1. NSA has put out an RFP for stewards replay – the product that HCP sports has been 

Providing. 

a. Eleven proposals have been received.  

b. Trying to improve video product for stewards and NSA website without 
increasing price to race meets  

c. Any live streaming or monetization would be down the road.  

2. NSA is looking for long-term financing to split races so NSA could provide funding to 

race meets if needed. 

a. Working on packages to grow racing opportunities and purses  

b. Far Hills did sign a contract with the New Jersey Racing Commission – will be 

moving forward with pari-mutuel betting there.  

c. You will have to be licensed to race at Far Hills. (Just like racing at Monmouth 

      Park)  

3. Mason Lampton, Bill Gallo, and Guy Torsilieri agreed the four-year-old races were a 

      big hit.  

4. There is discussion with Charleston to hold the Awards Dinner, Board of Director’s 

 Meeting, and Race Chairmen’s Meeting there in January. (This is not finalized yet.) 

a. The NSA would love SOTA’s help with promoting and putting that on.  



b. The race chairman and board of directors meeting members think it is best to 

      rotate the meetings each year.  

5. The Safety Committee is working towards helping race meets improve their 

ground/footing.  

6. Ted Thompson inquired about The Sport of Kings Fund: 

a. Guy Torsilieri will get with Pete for the balance and distribution. Every penny 

of this money is reinvested back into races. 

II. President’s Report, Mason Lampton 

A. Shawan Apprentice Race 

1. This will be named the Temple Gwathney Apprentice Race. 

a. Mason approved SOTA to put up $5,000 for this race.  

b. Additionally, $5,000 will come from the Foundation and possibly 
$5,000 from the Temple Gwathney Foundation to make up the total of 
$15,000.  

c. This replaces the flat race, making a no purse flat race now an 
apprentice race.  

2. Charlie Fenwick wants an apprentice series. 

B. High Hope Races 

1. Mason hopes the race is supported.  

2. $95,000 purses, Novice Timber (same as Callaway) 

III. Race Condition Committee Report, Todd Wyatt 

A. Condition Book 

1. Bill Gallo went over the condition book with Cyril Murphy, Richard Valentine, 
and Todd Wyatt. They agree that there are some nice changes in it. The 
Conditions Book has been distributed; hopefully, everyone has had a chance to 
look through it.  

B. Filling Races 

1. Bill Gallo is struggling to fill the first couple of races in Saratoga.  

2. The group discussed filling races and running with seven horses. 

a. The horses that have been working on it really want to have it.  

b. Looks like there will be two – seven or eight horse fields.  



c. They changed the condition of the race.  

d. From a betting perspective, they really want an eight horse field, 
minimum.  

e. The dynamic of the race has changed. Not as many seem to want to go 
to Saratoga.  

f. The distance of the race seems to be a concern. 

C. Emily Day asked about Monmouth. 

1. Todd Wyatt thinks there are enough maidens.  

2. Bill Gallo seems happy with the number of maidens. 

IV. Kimberly Kapacziewski gave the Secretary Report  

A. Social media is building, Instagram is growing  

B. Motion to approve minutes 

1. Janet Elliot asked if Richard Valentine was on the meeting last month. 

a. Kimberly Kapacziewski will follow-up with Richard Valentine.  

b. Minutes need to reflect this before being approved. The minutes have 
been amended to show this change. 

V. Kate Dalton gave the Treasurer’s Report 

A. Checking balance is $26,725.61  

B. Savings balance is after donations for Spring Apprentice Race $22,286.00 

1. Kate Dalton will pull the Shawan Apprentice Race purse money out of the 
savings account. 

VI. Hunt Meet Representative Report 

A. Who will serve as the representative for the meets: 

Lilith Boucher: Southern Meets  

Richard Valentine: Virginia  

Madison Meyers: Gold Cup and Far Hills  

Garrett Murray: Monmouth and Saratoga  

Kathy Neilson as needed  

Emily Day volunteered as needed (Monmouth and Saratoga)  

B. Jack Fisher asked if we had a representative at Suffolk? The group did not think 
so.  



C. The question was raised if anyone has ever approached a SOTA representative at 
a meet. 

1. Lilith Boucher replied that she has been contacted at all hours of the night, and 

all the concerns were legitimate. 

VII. Old Business 

A. Awards Dinner 

1. There was discussion regarding the Awards Dinner in Charleston.  

VIII. New Business 

A. Race Starter  

1. The group discussed the qualifications for a successful starter.  

 

VIII. Meeting Adjourned 2:55pm 


