
Board Meeting held on February 5, 2019 

Present: 
Clark, Gail 
Dalton, Kate 
Elliot, Janet 
Goelet, Lucy 
Hendriks, Ricky 
Kingsley, Arch 

Lazenby, Virginia 
Meyers, Madison 
Neilson, Kathy 
Morris, Meriwether 
Murray, Garrett 
Parker, Hill 

Only present for the first 15 minutes of meeting: 
Lampton, Mason 
Murphy, Cyril 
Wyatt, Todd 

Not present: 
Bonnie, Robert 
Boucher, Lilith 
Day, Emily 

Thompson, Ted 
Valentine, Richard 

I. President’s Report:  Mason Lampton
Mason welcomed everyone and wanted to inform the new members of our 2018 
accomplishments: 1) raised money for trials, and 2) assisted Shawan Downs with the 
Fall Horseman's Invitational. 

Mason recommended that Meriwether Morris serve as President and Ricky Hendriks 
serve as Vice President for 2019. 

He was contacted about another trial at Shawan Downs. They have received money 
from the Maryland Thoroughbred Association to continue this event.  SOTA will needs 
to follow-up on this. 

Mason expressed his appreciation for everyone’s help during his term and enjoyed the 
experience as the SOTA President. 

II. Vice President’s Report - Todd Wyatt
Todd spoke with Bill Gallo about the Apprentice Race at Willowdale this year.  SOTA 
needs to follow-up on this promptly as to whether or not we will support. 



At this time, the members that were rotating off the board (Mason Lampton, Cyril 
Murphy, and Todd Wyatt) left the call. 

III. Nominations/Elections for 2019
In order to have a quorum, at least eight members are required and there were ten 
people on the call at this time. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski received email nominations from Lilith Boucher and Kathy 
Neilson.  Both board members nominated Meriwether Morris as President and Ricky 
Hendriks as Vice President. 

Arch Kingsley made a motion that Meriwether be elected as President and Ricky 
Hendriks be elected as Vice President. 

Janet Elliot asked if it is a conflict of interest to have the President of SOTA also being 
on the NSA Board. The group collectively did not see it as a conflict of interest. 

There were no other nominations or suggestions as President or Vice President, Lucy 
Goelet seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski announced our 2019 President will be Meriwether Morris and 
Vice President, Ricky Hendriks. 

IV. New President Report - Meriwether Morris
The proposal was made to keep Kimberly Kapacziewski on-board as a paid secretary 
for SOTA.  Meriwether made the motion to keep Kimberly as the paid secretary for 
SOTA for 2019.  Janet Elliot seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski will continue as the secretary for 2019. 

Social media has made SOTA more visible.  Meriwether remarked that Kimberly has 
communicated to the outside world really well and this needs to be continued. 
Meriwether asked everyone to contribute sharing our message by sending content to 
Kimberly to share on our social media outlets. 

Meriwether hopes to make her NSA board membership a bridge between SOTA and 
the NSA.  She hopes to make them stronger together. Meriwether remarked she will 
refrain from voting if she feels there is a conflict of interest between the two. 

Meriwether asked that everyone feel free to communicate any concerns with her. 

V. Dues / Membership
Dues have always been $75 per year. 

Janet Elliot is not in favor of increasing the dues. 



Kate Dalton reported that SOTA has two accounts.  The checking account balance is 
$20,000 and the savings account balance is $22,500 
from a CD and a donation drive with Apprentice Races. 
Roughly 70 yearly members are up for renewal.  The criteria to be a voting member is 
that you have to be a licensed owner / trainer. Non-licensed members can join as a 
supporter. 

Meriwether asked if anyone would be willing to chair a committee for memberships. 
Kimberly Kapacziewski suggested that she and Lilith Boucher can come up with some 
ideas for recruiting new members. 

Meriwether suggested making some SOTA pins which could possibly offer special 
access.  Lucy Goelet has experience with commemorative pins and she will look into 
details. 

VI. Old Business
Janet Elliot asked about the Awards Dinner and SOTA’s involvement. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski will follow up with Kate Dalton to make sure that a $2,500 check 
is sent to the NSA. 

Kathy Nielson suggested that SOTA address the Apprentice Rider Rule promptly since 
we have a struggle with the sanctioned races that are required by this rule. The 
suggestion was made that NSA honor the Irish point-to-point licenses. 

Janet Elliot, Kimberly Kapacziewski, and Madison Meyers submitted information about 
the Irish point-to-point regulations last year.  Kimberly will send this information to Ricky 
Hendriks, Meriwether Morris, and Kathy Nielson to keep everyone in the loop with 
previous conversations.  They will reach out to Bill Gallo to discuss this issue.  Madison 
Meyers suggested discussing this with Reynolds Cowles. Kimberly will coordinate. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski set-up apprentice pages on the SOTA website to help the riders 
stay on top of what they need in order to be licensed. 
Madison Meyers suggested we get the info from NSA.  Kimberly asked Madison to help 
get the info up-to-date for the website.  

Janet Elliot suggested that we have a SOTA board member work with others in the 
community.  Madison Meyers agreed to be a liaison for SOTA and the jockeys. 

Kate Dalton, Meriwether Morris, and Janet Elliot will review SOTA correspondence as 
recommended by Janet. 

VII. New Business
Hill Parker remarked that there is a shortage of money across the board in our sport.  
Hill has reached out to get sponsors.  He feels that we are not using the leverage that 
we have as owners and trainers to get sponsorships for the sport.  He suggested that if 



we went to get potential sponsors, we could get sponsors to work with us.  If we knew 
how many nights we spend in hotels, we could reach out and ask. 

Robert Bonnie is not on this call today but he is working with the NSA’s Futures 
Committee.  Meriwether Morris suggested that since the NSA is in a transitioning point 
regarding sponsorship and race video programming is evolving, it may be best to see 
what they have in the works before pursuing them with sponsorship ideas. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski will connect Robert Bonnie and Hill Parker to brainstorm.  Hill 
would like to explore the options for social media sponsors and website sponsors. 
Kimberly will reach out to Hill and get ideas on paper to bring back to the board. 

SOTA meetings will be scheduled for the second Wednesday of each month unless 
otherwise noted.  Next month’s meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 13, 2019 at 
2:00pm EST. 

Janet Elliot will send a thank you note to the board members that rotated off: Mason 
Lampton, Cyril Murphy, Richard Valentine, and Todd Wyatt. 

Kimberly Kapacziewski will start working on the membership drive.  Every NSA trainer 
and owner needs to receive this email/drive. 

Kimberly will get last year’s list of all licensed members from Mr. Pete McGivney. 

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:04 PM. 

Member that rolled off the board:
Mason Lampton
Cyril Murphy 
Richard Valentine 
Todd Wyatt 

These members were replaced by:
Gail Clark
Lucy Goelet
Arch Kingsley
Hill Parker




