
Steeplechase Owners and Trainers Association, Inc. 

Meeting Summary 

August 16, 2018 

2:00 pm 

 

Bonnie, Robert  Meyers, Madison 

Boucher, Lilith  Morris, Meriweather 

Day, Emily  
 

Elliot, Janet  Nielson, Kathy 

Kapacziewski, Kimberly Thompson, Ted 

Lampton, Mason  Valentine, Richard 

Lazenby, Virginia          Wyatt, Todd 

 

Unable to attend:  

Dalton, Kate 

Murray, Garrett 

Murphy, Cyril 
 

 

I. Bill Price 

A. Discuss EasyFix Fences 

EasyFix been around about 20 yrs.  Well known over in Ireland, UK, France, 

Australia.  They make hurdles and fences, got started in the business through rubber 

mats and safety products for bovine/equine industries. Tom Voss brought over the 

first hurdle 8-10 years ago.  Since then, three generations of the product have been 

created. 

 

Bill Price went over to Ireland went to Ireland to learn more about the company and 

the fences.  His goal is to come up with better, faster, safer ways to encapsulate the 

fence. The current fences that we use: 
• 2 pieces  

• Heavy 

• Metal  

• Difficult to assemble  

• Falls can be catastrophic 

 

The NSF and NSA brought the fences over from Ireland.  They hoped to use them in 

the timber race.   The modified Irish Hurdle was raced over in the Steeplethon.  They 

are currently at Shawan Downs in hopes that some of the trainers would school over 

them.  

 



EasyFix birch seems to resemble real birch better and in a plastic that is designed to 

shear off and easy to replace.  They really seem to work very well.   

 
B.  Challenges 

1.  No one is schooling over them.   

2. They have hardly been looked at.  

3. The horses have adapted well to the fences, it’s the humans that have 

created all of the challenges/discussions.  

C. Recommendations 

1.  Pick up the phone to Charlie and arranging to school over them would be 

easy to do.  

2. In order for the EasyFix fences to be adopted, Bill Price thinks the 

discussion will have to start with the trainers. 

D. Transportation of fences 

1.  Dr. Reynolds Cowles has put Bill Price on a committee with others to 

create a design and come up with a plan for moving them around.  

2. We cart our fences from race meet to race meet  

3. Race meets can’t afford to purchase their own fences for a one-day 

event, so we trailer them from meet to meet. 

4. We have to be able to fit 6 flights in a tractor trailer. 

E.  What can SOTA do to help?  

1. We could help to plan a schooling day.  

2. Meriwether Morris emailed Charlie Fenwick about setting up a schooling 

day while we were on the call. 

3. We could get some video of the schooling and promote the new, safer 

jumps.   

4. Organize a schooling day - Meriwether Morris and Emily Day will 

spearhead this. 

 

F.  Questions / Discussion from group:  

1. Janet Elliot: This hurdle has been modified for American use and is   

slightly different from the one they are using in Europe, correct?  

a.  There have been modifications to some of the fences but the middle 

flight that is set-up at Charlie Fenwick’s is the Irish Hurdle and it is the 

actual fence that they are racing over in Ireland.   

2. Janet Elliot: Have there been any photographs of these fences taken and 

sent to the horsemen?  

a. Yes and No. Bill Price has sent some out, he believes the NSA has 

sent some.   

b. Bill Price will ask Charlie Fenwick to get pictures that he can send out.  

c. Kimberly Kapacziewski offered to make a flier for a schooling day 

and/or jump images.  



d. Emily Day recommended visiting the EasyFix website for good quality 

images.  (https://easyfix.com/product/easyfix-schooling-horses-chase-

fence/)  

3. Kathy Neilson: If we jump successfully, will there be some transition 

towards moving them to race meets – is there a plan in place?  

a.  No specific plan.  NSA has formed a committee to come up with this.   

b.  One of the main issues with moving towards using this fence is the 

size.  Currently, we could only fit 3 of these fences in a tractor trailer 

which would require two tractor trailers and that is too costly.   

c. The money will more than likely need to be spearheaded by the NSF, 

somewhere around half a million dollars.    

4.  Emily Day: How much lighter are these fences than the hurdles?  

a.  A National Fence without roll, with plastic birch, 7 ½ ft in length 4 ft 

wide about 420 lbs each.  They are top heavy.  

The EasyFix is a 4ft section – Irish Hurdles weights about 190 lbs.    

The Chase fence weighs about 235lbs.   
G. Next step in safety:  

1. Irrigation and ground management of race courses 

a.  Most race meets don’t have a water source  

 

II. President’s Report, Mason Lampton  

A.  Positive Presence on the internet 
1. Steeplechase horses have a great life and that is a narrative that we need 

to strive to share more.  

 

III. Secretary Report, Kimberly Kapacziewski  
A.  Social Media 

1. Review our social statistics  

2. Kimberly Kapacziewski asked everyone on the board to send pictures/info  

for content. 

IV. Treasurer Report, Kate Dalton  

(Kate Dalton unable to attend) 

 

V.   NSA Awards Dinner  

A.  NSA would like SOTA to give $2500 for trophies. 

B.  The group discussed alternative ways to support Awards Dinner 

1. Bus  

2. Block of rooms  

3. Coolers were suggested as a possible award. 

4. Susan Rose China was also suggested as a great trophy company.   

(https://www.susanrosechina.co.uk/ 

 

 

VI. Race Condition Committee Report, Todd Wyatt 

Nothing to report at this time.  

https://easyfix.com/product/easyfix-schooling-horses-chase-fence/
https://easyfix.com/product/easyfix-schooling-horses-chase-fence/


 

VII. New Business 

A.  Monmouth 

1. Discussion of the distance of the race.  The race was supposed to be 2 
3/8.  It seems as though the race was actually 2 ¼.   

 

VIII. Adjourn 3:26pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


