
SOTA MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday – August 6, 2019 

2:00 pm EST 

Present 

Robbert Bonnie 
 

Gigi Lazenby 
 

Lilith Boucher 
 

Madison Meyers  
 

Emily Day  
 

Meriwether Morris 
 

Janet Elliot 
 

Kathy Neilson 
 

Lucy Goelet 
 

Hill Parker 
 

Ricky Hendriks  
 

Ted Thompson 
 

Kimberly Kapacziewski 
 

 

 

I.  Call Meeting to Order       Meriwether Morris 

II. July Minutes were approved 

III.  Committee Reports 

Treasurer’s Report        Meriwether Morris  

          for Kate Dalton 

• Checking Account $13,745.82 

• Savings $17,590.00 

Secretary Report               Kimberly Kapacziewski 

Last year, SOTA held a 12 month subscription to Tod Marks photos to use for social media.  Kathy 

Neilson paid for this subscription.  The subscription has expired and Kimberly asked the board to 

vote and approve the renewal of this subscription.  The cost is $525.00 for 12 months.  

The board approved the subscription.    

 Race Conditions Committee      Ricky Hendriks 

Conditions Book has been mailed out. There were a couple of changes right before it went to 

print.   



• The Amateur Apprentice Timber Race is back in at High Hope.  

• High Hope is begging for money per Hill Parker.  

• Ricky Hendriks suggested that High Hope reach out to Charlie Fenwick and see about a 

grant through the Temple Gwathmey Foundation.  

• Races at Colonial are filling. According to Gigi Lazenby, Colonial is very happy with the 

entries.  

IV.  Old Business 

Thank you Notes 

• Gigi Lazenby will help Kimberly Kapacziewski with thank you notes for Colonial. 

• Ricky Hendriks will help Kimberly Kapacziewski with thank you notes for Saratoga and 

NYRA.  

Social Media 

• Meriwether Morris has asked everyone to jump in and say positive comments and help 

redirect people away from negativity on social media.   

• Gigi Lazenby reminded everyone to pick up the phone and call the NSA if you have an 

issue.  

Starter for Colonial  

• Colonial wanted to have a starter of their own as a starter.  Gus Brown or Sterling Young 

will be there to work with Sterling’s son to be a starter.  Sterling’s son, Harrison, works 

for Colonial. 

V.  New Business 

Supporting Amateur Apprentice Race Series 

• 4 races in the Fall – High Hope, Genesee, Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Charleston 

• Last year, President Mason Lampton headed up a campaign to raise money to support 

this race series last year.  

• We had 12 donors, raised $10,580 last year.  Mason asked all board members if they 

would be willing to donate $200.  He also asked the board members to reach out to 

additional potential donors.   

• The donations are made through the Temple Gwathmey Foundation so the donor can 

use the donation as a tax write-off. 



• Kimberly Kapacziewski suggested that we set a fundraising goal, $4,000 to support the 

Apprentice Race Series and anything raised above that could assist High Hope.   

• Emily Day suggested that we explore an overarching sponsor that would support all of 

steeplechasing.   

• Gigi Lazenby and Robert Bonnie spoke about the NSA and the work that they are doing 

to raise money for struggling race meets.   

• Hill Parker has spoken to Bill Gallo and offered to reach out to potential overarching 

supporters.   

• Hill Parker spoke about the live streaming and how it is a great opportunity however, it is 

expensive to buy in to that and High Hope does not have the funds to do so.  

Fundraising 

• Ted Thompson suggested that we set a goal of $10,000.  Anything we raise above the 

$4,000 needed for the Amateur Apprentice Races can be put into an emergency fund to 

help race meets in need.  

• Robert Bonnie cautioned that we don’t want competing funds.  There is an August 21 

NSA Board Meeting and one of the main topics of conversation there is fundraising.  

Robert suggested that we all link arms and work together. Robert suggested that we get 

a report from that meeting before we start a fundraiser.  

• Meriwether Morris moved that we proceed with the fundraising. Robert Bonnie 

suggested that we raise the funds just for the 4 apprentice races.   

• After the Board meeting, Robert Bonnie will report back to us about the NSA meeting. 

 

Trophy Project 

• Meriwether Morris is working on an end-of-year trophy.  The hope is to have something 

that can be cast each year, something similar to the Maryland Horse Breeders trophy.   

• Meriwether was planning to ask for donations but has tabled that fundraising.      

Membership 

• Kimberly Kapacziewski suggested that we have a big membership drive, sent out 

January 1, 2020 to increase membership numbers.  

• Meriwether Morris became a member of SOTA because Janet Elliot called her 

and asked her personally.   



VI.  Adjourn         Meriwether Morris 

 

Since the meeting, Lucy Goelet generously made a donation to SOTA by paying for the Tod 

Marks photography subscription.   

High Hope race meet was cancelled.   

Kimberly Kapacziewski drafted the fundraising email but it was tabled until we heard back from 

the board.   


