
 
Board Meeting Held April 17, 2019  

 
Board Members Participating in Meeting 
 
Bonnie, Robert Morris, Meriwether 
Boucher, Lilith Murray, Garrett 
Clark, Gail Neilson, Kathy 
Dalton, Kate Parker, Hill 
Day, Emily Thompson, Ted 
Goelet, Lucy  
Hendriks, Ricky  
Kapacziewski, Kimberly  
Kingsley, Arch  
Meyers, Madison  

 
Non-Board Member Participating in Meeting 
 
Fulmer, Allison  
Gomena, Julie 
Morris, Neil 
Murphy, Cyril 
Torsilleri, Guy 
Valentine, Richard 
Wyatt, Todd 
Young, Leslie – came on at 2:00pm 
Young, Sterling 
 
I.  Meriwether Morris called the meeting to order. 
 
II.  Guest Caller, Guy Torselleri 
Spoke about The Paid Horse Network live streaming.   
 1.  HCP was replaced a year and a half ago.   
 2.  The NSA has signed a 2.5-year contract with The Plaid Horse Network.  The 
 agreement is to start with steward adjudication, race replay and grow it up  to live 
 streaming and at some point, monetize this.   
 3.  Instead of waiting 2.5 years, live streaming was started right out of the box. 
 4.  All of the race meets are participating with an investment of $2500.   
 5.  Guy asked that everyone please be patient while they are working out the 
 kinks.   
 
 



III.  Guest Caller, Sterling Young 
Spoke about his work as a starter.   
 1.  Sterling’s last start was Far Hills.  He is passionate about the sport and wants 
 to perform the best start possible.   
 2.  What is the protocol for a steeplechase start: 

• We have an imaginary line that we use cones for to create a visual. 
• The horses turn and walk up the course in numerical order. 
• When it seems like the horses are fairly together, the starter drops the 

flag. 
 3.  Why do they have to be in numerical order?  Sterling thinks it has to do with 
 the tracks that have pari-mutuel betting.   
 4.  If there is a problem horse and it is brought to his attention, Sterling has no 
 problem speaking with the stewards to let the problem horse move to the back of 
 the line for the start.   
 5.  Sterling feels that he has a good working relationship with the jockeys.  He 
 thinks they are a delight to work with.  
 6.  Sterling has had trainers bring up a questionable start but he has not had and 
 disrespectful interactions with trainers.  
 7.  The difficulty with a start is when there is a large field (10-12) horses and the 
 horses are not equally abreast.  There is a split-second judgement call that has 
 to take place.   
 8.  Would it be beneficial for the starter to be higher on the course to see the 
 horses?  Sterling thinks that could cause some disconnect with the horses but he 
 is not opposed to trying anything that would make starts better.  
 9.  Each starter may handle difficult horses differently.  Sterling has no problem 
 approaching the stewards about this but each starter may handle this differently.  
 10.  Do you like a recall starter?  Sterling thinks a recall starter is an insurance 
 policy and he likes this. Sterling believes he is a minority on this opinion.  
 
IV.  Vet’s List Policy  
Ricky Hendriks talked with Bill Gallo at The Manor about the policy.  Bill Gallo seemed 
to receive the information well and has had several conversations with Dr. Cowles about 
it. Ricky believes that the NSA is going to tweak the language to loosen up the 
regulations. 
 
Presently, the horse can’t run the next Monday, until the vet has checked the horse and 
states it is sound.  The NSA is working to get the timeframe shortened up.  
 
If the horse’s blood comes back clean, it can run. 
 
 A.  Discussion followed on the protocol of vet testing prior to and following 
 a race.   
 
 B.  Recommendations 

1. Race Meet Veterinarians – Consistency between race meet veterinarians is non-
existent.  Collectively, we would like to see this change.  Dr. Jeff Witwer is the 



official medication veterinarian.  He works closely with the horsemen and the 
horses and has an extensive working knowledge of each one.  If the horsemen 
are subject to being placed on the vet’s list, we would like to see consistency 
among the race meet veterinarians just as the NSA provides with the medication 
veterinarian.  Would it be possible to have a small group of official veterinarians 
that work together to provide this service for race meets?  

2. Bloodwork – Drug testing is expensive and time consuming.  If the NSA is 
requiring that bloodwork be tested, we would like to propose that the NSA cover 
this cost. There is a general consensus that this is an undue burden on the 
owners that are keeping American Steeplechasing afloat.  

3. Bloodwork – Another potential suggestion would be to have blood drawn from the 
horse at the time of the vet inspection at the resident stable and have the vet 
hold the blood until cleared by the NSA.  If the horse is cleared, the resident vet 
can dispose of the blood.   

4. Timely – The policy allows for over a weeks’ worth of time to determine if the 
horse is eligible to run.  For the horsemen, this timeframe is too long. There are 
only so many racing weekends in a season, and we want to ensure that sound 
horses are able to run every possible opportunity.  

 
V.  Race Course Inspections 
 We (SOTA) are doing our own course inspections and emailing them out to 
 members in good standing.  
 1.  Ted Thompson confirmed that the NSA is going to be looking at problem  
 courses three months out and trying to help out where they can.  
 2.  The turf consultant that was working with the Carolina Cup is potentially going 
 to go to the other meets.  
 
VII.  Race Conditions, Ricky Hendriks 
 1.  The race conditions look great for the summer.   
 2.  There are a lot of maiden races and those races will feed into Saratoga.  
 3.  Colonial Downs is a big addition.   
 
VIII.  Approve February Minutes  

1. Meriwether made the motion to approve last month’s minutes.  
2. Ricky seconded the motion All approved 

 
IX.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:23pm.  
 
 


