
SOTA May 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Steeplechase Owners and Trainers Association 

May 10, 2018 

2:00 pm 

Attendees: 

Bonnie, Robert 

Boucher, Lilith 

Dalton, Kate 

Elliot, Janet 

Fenwick, Charlie 

Kapacziewski, Kimberly 

Lampton, Mason 

Meyers, Madison 

Murphy, Cyril 

Nielson, Kathy 

Thompson, Ted 

Valentine, Richard 

Wyatt, Todd 

Unable to attend – 

Day, Emily 

Lazenby, Virginia 

Morris, Meriweather 

Murray, Garrett 

 

 

I. Charlie Fenwick, NSF Report 

Charlie Fenwick – The Foundation party was a great success. We set a goal of raising 

$100,000 and we raised $175,000. The Foundation reached out to a potential donor 

and a challenge was made: If the Foundation could find six people to give $25,000, 



the potential donor would also give $25,000. The Foundation has 5 donors who have 

donated $25,000 and looking for #6 to make a challenge a complete success. 

• Pays for some officiating 

• Pays for drug testing 

• Pays for finish line camera 

 

 

The NSF is striving to: 

• create opportunities for apprentices 

• ensure more jumpable/safer fences (fund research and possibly production) 

• working on an app for officials to keep track of jockey concussion protocol 

NSF is striving to make this the safest that they possibly can and is interested in 

suggestions to improve. 

The NSF is interested in holding more Foundation parties in different areas of the 

country to 

continue the fundraising efforts, maybe alternating years in different areas. 

 

 

What is the difference between the National Steeplechase Foundation and the 

National 

Steeplechase Association? 

Charlie Fenwick – The NSA is the governing body for sanctioned hunt meets around 

the 

country. It is a non-stock corporation that manages our national set of hunt meets. 

The Foundation is a 501c3 tax-exempt organization that is totally separate from the 

NSA. 

However, when it was set up, we agreed that we would benefit the NSA. The 

financials are run through the NSA but no check is written without board approval. 



We have restrictions on how many directors the NSF can have that are also NSA 

directors. The NSF does not have any regular employees. 

Charlie Fenwick’s contact information: 

410-404-6413 

cfenwickjr@belmontfarm.com 

Charlie left the meeting at this time. (2:22pm) 

 

 

II. President’s Report 

A. SOTA Race at Fair Hill 

• Emailed everyone that donated last year 

• Asked board to donate 

• Asked board to reach out 

• Anna Barker is getting trophies for the race 

• Mason sent a monogrammed cooler + two SOTA vests that he supplied 

 

 

1. SOTA Apprentice Tracking and Promotion 

• The feedback that we received was subjective 

• Kimberly Kapacziewski has offered to compile the information and 

document it on the SOTA website. This service is available for all 

apprentice riders. A rough draft of what this will look like has been 

emailed to all board members. 

o Janet Elliot made a motion to go ahead with this. 

o Mason Lampton seconds the motion. 

o All members approved. 

 

 

2. Suggested changes to the rule 

mailto:cfenwickjr@belmontfarm.com


Madison Meyers spoke to Kieran Norris, Dean Sinnot, and Evan Dwan about the 3 

day jockey school that they attended in Ireland. According to them, the process goes 

as follows: 

• riders start on an equiciser 

• review videos 

• have an assigned horse 

• groom 

• 15 people watch the jockey walk, trot, canter as well as galloping 4-5 turns each 

direction, jump hurdles 

• there is classroom time 

 

 

Madison will follow-up with a friend in Ireland to confirm these details. 

 

 

Richard Valentine suggested that pony riders and apprentice riders get together to 

watch 

videos and have opportunities to critique rides. 

 

 

Lilith Boucher agrees that this would be a great opportunity and potential fundraiser. 

 

 

Mason Lampton made a motion to approve last month’s meeting minutes. 

Richard Valentine moved, Mason Lampton seconded, everyone on the board said I. 

 

 

Janet Elliot abstained from approving because she did not attend the April meeting. 



She cautioned to be careful with how things are worded and make sure to not take 

credit for 

things that we only help with. 

 

 

Janet Elliot suggested that all members be active and respond back to emails/minutes. 

 

 

III. Secretary Report, Kimberly Kapacziewski 

Nothing new to report at this time. 

IV. Treasurers Report, Kate Dalton 

$31,511.27 in the bank 

 

 

V. Race Condition Committee Report, Todd Wyatt 

• No Parx racing this summer 

o Kathy Neilson was told there is a change in management 

• Possibly Monmouth Aug 9 (open thurs) 

 

 

Maybe two maidens and an optional allowance claiming type race so they don’t 

take away from Saratoga. 

o If you are interested in going, contact Bill Gallo. 

• Spoken to Maryland about trying to get something at Laurel around July 4 

they won’t meet until after Preakness 

• Discussion about Gold Cup 

• Discussion about Radnor entries for hurdle stakes  

• Discussed lack of opportunity to run in the fall and potential additions  



 

 

 

 

VI. Hunt Meet Representative Report 

Nothing to report 

 

 

VII. NSA Awards Dinner, Meriwether Morris 

Meriwether was unable to attend meeting. 

If anyone has ideas about the awards dinner, contact Mason. 

• Do we want to have it at The Maryland Club 

• Can NSF do a fundraiser there? Maybe a silent auction? 

 

 

IX. New Business 

1. Discussion about procedure when horses get checked in for Lasix. 

• When a horse may not run until the last race, the horse has to be there 8 hrs 

prior to the race for vet checks. 

• Is there any way that the vet can look at the horse in the stall prior to jog? 

• Vet checks need to be staggered 

• The board discussed vet checks, arrival times, volunteers at the race 

 

 

What is the rule for Lasix? 4 hours before your race or no later than 2 hours before 

post time of the first race of the day. 

 

 

2. Discussion about ground conditions  



• Group consensus, the ground needs to be safe for the horses. 

 

 

VIII. Old Business 

1. Radnor Timber course was replaced with pine and rails were notched. 

2. Janet Elliot inquired about the Cushney Race 

• Nothing has come of it 

• No location was ever decided 

• It became an NSF project 

3. Janet Elliot suggested back in the spring that we individually have fundraisers. In 

the 

spring, someone can have a cookout, gymkhana, dog show, etc. Little things that 

would 

help to get people involved. Maybe an Easter egg hunt. If anyone has ideas on small 

ways to raise money, we need to look into it. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:16pm 
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