
 
Steeplechase Owners and Trainers Association 

October 18, 2018 
2:00 pm EST 

 
Bonnie, Robert 
Boucher, Lilith  
Dalton, Kate 
Day, Emily 
Elliot, Janet 
Kapacziewski, Kimberly  

Lampton, Mason 
Murray, Garrett  
Morris, Meriwether  
Neilson, Kathy 
Thompson, Ted 
Wyatt, Todd 

 
Unable to attend: 
Meyers, Madison 
Valentine, Richard 
 

I. President’s Report, Mason Lampton 
A. Review of Fall Horsemen’s Trial at Shawan Downs 

1. Went very well - 60 horses 
2. Charlie Fenwick was pleased, raised an additional $6,000 for his race meet.  
3. Exciting to have so many juniors, 3 heats   

B. Many of these juniors will be 16 years old next year.  What can we do to support 
them to continue on riding?  
1. Janet Elliot reminded the group about Regina Welsh’s program.  
2. Should SOTA recommend/create a series for these junior riders to get more 

experience? 
3. Lilith Boucher brought up the issue that the Owner/Rider division that these 

riders would now qualify for carry 165 lbs.  This isn’t realistic for these young 
riders.  

4. Suggested races to explore – Cheshire, Shawan 
5. Robert Bonnie suggested to work with Joe Davies as well since he is invested 

in the junior riders.  
6. Mason Lampton to work on this. 

C. Next year’s Board Nominating Committee 
1. Mason Lampton, Todd Wyatt, Cyril Murphy, and Richard Valentine 
2. To fill the slots of the Board members that are rolling off, we need 

(1) from the South  
(2) from Maryland 
(1) from Virginia 

3. Robert Bonnie replaced Mike Berryman – Robert is rolling off in 2019. 
4. The nominating committee will come up with some names.  Mason asked for 

the Board to send the names to him. 



D.  NSA Awards Party 
E.  Mason Lampton, Robert Bonnie, and Meriwether Morris had a conference call 

with the NSA.   
1. The January party in Charleston fell through. 
2. Meriwether Morris is working on the trophies.  There is some confusion as to 

the date that the trophies are needed.  Is it three weeks or January?  
3. Kathy Nielson - having SOTA’s input on the awards dinner gives us the 

advantage of recognizing the young upcoming riders. 
4. Hopefully, next year SOTA can have a bigger presence in the 

planning/implementing of the party.  
F. Meriwether Morris contacted Bill Gallo while we were on this call to clarify when 

the party would take place.  Bill Gallo confirmed that they are planning a party in 
Baltimore in January.  Meriwether Morris and Bill Gallo will be getting together 
next week to go over the categories. 

 
II. Secretary Report, Kimberly Kapacziewski 

A.  Social Media  
1. Facebook is growing. In the last 30 days, the account has made: 

a. 112,809 Impressions 
b. 5,265 engagements  
c. Gained 557 new fans  

B. Getting more views on social media does come with some negative attention.  
Kimberly Kapacziewski is making sure to stay on top of those negative 
comments and keep the page positive.  

III. Treasurer’s Report, Kate Dalton 
A.  Checking Account  

1.  $20,000 after paying purse for Shawan Downs 
 

IV. New Business 
A.  Electrical issues at the barns 

1. Foxfield – Lilith Boucher spoke with Dr. Cowles about having a generator 
available to make sure there is access to power so fans can be set up for the 
horses.  

2. Kathy Neilson offered to donate a generator that she has.   
3. Thank you notes to the fall meets – need volunteer.   

B. Gigi Lazenby reported that Keenland has picked up the Far Hills, and it will be a 
part of their simulcast.   
1. This is great exposure for the sport.  
2. NYRA is sponsoring a pick 4 – 2 races at Belmont and 2 races at Far Hills.  

C. Janet Elliot pointed out that there is only one American bred horse in the big race 
at Far Hills – All The Way Jose. All the riders are foreign and possibly only one 
trainer born in America.  
 

V. Race Condition Committee Report, Todd Wyatt – No Report 
 

VI. Hunt Meet Representative Report 



A.  Kate Dalton will be the SOTA representative at Aiken. 
 

VII. Old Business 
A.  The Shawan Downs live streaming was very professional.  

  
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57pm  

 


